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QUESTION 
Grab a Bite with a Gator 

 

 

Which of these is the best summary of the selection? 

 
A The city council of a town in Michigan voted to allow alligators in its business district. Cajun 

Gator restaurant has an alligator named Wally as an attraction. However, one council member did 

not vote to allow alligators in the business district because she does not like the idea. 

 

B Should alligators be allowed downtown? The city council in Michigan voted to allow an alligator 

named Wally to be a greeter in the restaurant called Cajun Gator. Who voted against this? Council 

woman Anita Ashford. She doesn’t like the idea of an alligator in a restaurant. 

 

C In some restaurants you can order alligator off the menu and eat it. In one special restaurant, the 

alligator might eat you. Wally the alligator is now a greeter at Cajun Gator, a restaurant in 

Michigan. Because of a recent city council vote, Wally is now allowed to live inside of the 

restaurant. 

 

D Alligators are allowed in restaurants. Some people voted for this. Some people voted against it.  

 

QUESTION 
Brothers or Sisters?  

 

 

Which of these is the best summary of the article? 

 
A Clearly, gender is difficult to determine in young pandas. 

 

B It can be difficult to tell the gender of pandas. Some pandas in a zoo in Atlanta were male and then 

they turned into females. Zoo keepers were very surprised. 

 

C Pandas in a zoo in Atlanta are actually female. The zoo thought the pandas were male. However, a 

DNA test revealed that one was a girl. The rest were tested and they also turned out to be girls. It 

can be difficult to tell if a panda is a girl or a boy. 

 

D Some pandas in a zoo were tested in order to see if they should be sent to another zoo. The zoo 

keepers discovered that the pandas were female instead of male. Now the pandas will not be sent 

to the other zoo. It can be difficult to tell if pandas are female or male.  
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ANSWER 
 

A is the best answer. The summary covers the beginning, middle and end. It does not add information or 

unnecessary words or flourishes. All of the major information from the text is summarized. Most details 

are left out. 

D is also a summary, but it is too short. It is not the best summary of the text.   

 

ANSWER 
 

C is the best answer. It covers the most important elements from the article. B and D contain information 

that was not in the article. A is only a quote from the text. It is not a summary. 
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QUESTION 
Who Can Adopt a Baby Alligator?  

 

 

Which of these is the best summary of the text? 

 
A Alligators can be a problem pet because they grow large. Other animals are also banned as pets. A baby 

alligator in Iowa needs a new home. Chompy was a pet, he went to Animal Control, he went to a veterinary 

center, and then he went to a herpetologist. It is against the law to keep an alligator as a pet in Iowa.  

 

B Alligators should not be kept as pets. Chompy, an alligator in Iowa, illustrates this principle. He grew too 

large and had to be taken away by Animal Control specialists. Chompy will never find a home now. 

 

C A baby alligator in Iowa needs a new home. Its name is Chompy. It is against the law to keep an alligator 

as a pet in Iowa. Chompy was a pet, he went to Animal Control, he went to a veterinary center, and then he 

went to a herpetologist. Alligators can be a problem pet because they grow large. Other animals are also 

banned as pets. 

 

D  A baby alligator in Iowa needs a new home. Its name is Chompy. He has traveled all over the state on a 

great adventure. One day, Chompy will find a home. 

QUESTION 

Dog Survives Tornado 
 

Which of these is the best summary of the piece? 

 
A Jacob Montgomery is a military police officer who responds to emergencies. He had never been 

the victim of an emergency until his apartment was crushed by a tornado. Fortunately, 

Montgomery found his dog later.  

 

B A dog was buried under an apartment building. It was rescued by a neighbor.  

 

C A pit bull puppy was pulled from the horrific wreckage of a toppled apartment building in Illinois. 

The heroic neighbor who found the dog cleverly posted a message on the owner’s Facebook page. 

The owner, a brave and amazing military police officer, had never been the victim of such a 

disaster and he was incredibly worried about his dog. 

 

D  A pit bull was buried alive after a tornado hit an apartment in Illinois. Jacob Montgomery, the 

owner of the dog, received a message on Facebook from a neighbor who had found the dog. The 

dog was not seriously hurt. Jacob Montgomery had never been the victim of a disaster and was 

worried about his dog. 
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ANSWER 
 

C is the best answer. The information is out of order in A. B contains information and opinions that were 

not in the text. D does not cover all of the important information in the article and also contains an 

opinion. 

 

ANSWER 
 

D is the best answer. C uses too many adjectives and detail words for a quick summary. B is too short and 

leaves out important information. A focuses on Jacob Montgomery too much while the text focused on 

the man and the dog equally.  
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QUESTION 
7-Year-Old's Haircut a Problem at School 

Which of these is the best summary of the article? 

 
A A school in Oklahoma changed its dress code after a girl named Tiana got in trouble for wearing her hair in 

dreadlocks. Tiana was told that the dreadlocks were against the school policy, so she changed schools. 

Afterward, the school changed its policy and it no longer specifies what style of hair is allowed. Tiana’s 

parents say their daughter was very upset by the incident. 

 

B Do you like to wear your hair in braids, an afro, or dreadlocks? Well then you can’t attend a school in 

Oklahoma where such hairstyles are banned. A girl named Tiana found this out the hard way. She was 

called into the administrator’s office for wearing dreadlocks in her hair. Tiana switched schools. Would 

you? 

 

C A school in Oklahoma has changed its dress code after an incident with a 7-year-old student. The school 

was criticized for telling the girl that her dreadlocks violated the school's dress policy. 

 

D  The school was discriminating against a girl named Tiana when the administrators sent her home for 

wearing dreadlocks. 

 

QUESTION 
Rubber Ducky Squeaks into the Toy Hall of Fame 

 

Which of these is the best summary of the article? 

 
A This article is a short paragraph followed by a list of all of the toys in the National Toy Hall of 

Fame.  

 

B The rubber duck was added to the National Toy Hall of Fame in 2013. It beat bubbles, Clue, and 

army men. Chess is also in the National Toy Hall of Fame. It is an ancient game from India. 

However, no one knows where the rubber duck came from.  

 

C The rubber ducky was added to the National Toy Hall of Fame in 2013. Chess is also in the hall of 

fame. So are bubbles, Clue, and little green army men. 

 

D  In 2000 the bicycle, jacks, jump rope, Mr. Potato Head, and the slinky were all added to the 

National Toy Hall of Fame. The rubber ducky was added in 2013. 
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ANSWER 
 

A is the best answer. The tone and information in B are inappropriate for a summary. C is an exact copy 

of the first paragraph of the text. D is an inference (like drawing a conclusion based on the facts) instead 

of a summary. 

 

ANSWER 
 

B is the best answer. A is a description, not a summary. C is too short and misses important information 

from the text. D is true, but it is not a summary of the text. 
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QUESTION 
Are Cats Better than Dogs 

 

Which of these is the best summary of the article? 

 
A Cats are more popular on the internet than dogs.  

 

B According to a recent news article, cats have won the Internet! Cat videos are so popular online 

that watching them has become a national pastime. There are millions of cat videos on YouTube, 

Vine, and Instagram. One older video posted in 2007 has recorded more than 33 million views. It's 

called "Keyboard Cat." In contrast, "Keyboard Dog" has just a paltry 4.6 million views. 

 

C Cats are better than dogs. 

 

D  Cat videos are very popular on the internet. Steve Lozic thinks cats are popular because they are 

cute. However, “Lil Bub”, a genetically deformed cat is also very popular with merchandise 

available online. There is even a video festival for internet cats which is moving all over the 

country. 

 

 
QUESTION 

Who Wants to Win a Trip into Space?  
 

 

Which of these is the best summary of the article? 

 
A Virgin Galactic is developing a space craft that will be able to take tourists into space. It has been 

tested in the Mojave Desert. Virgin has raised $80 million from 640 people who are interested in 

traveling into space. 

 

B NBC is making a show and the prize is a trip into space. The show will be called “Space Race.” 

 

C NBC is making a show and the prize is a trip into space. The show will be called “Space Race”. 

Virgin Galactic is working on a space ship for the show. Many people are interested. Burnett, the 

producer of other reality TV shows, has wanted to create a space-themed show for 10 years. 

 

D  A space ship launches into outer space. We can see the Earth in the background. 
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ANSWER 
 

D is the best answer. A is an inference (like drawing a conclusion), it is not a summary. B is a quote from 

the article (a direct copy of the first paragraph). C is an opinion, not a summary. 

 

ANSWER 
 

C is the best answer. A focuses on one idea from the article and misses other important information. B is 

too short and misses important information. D describes the picture and is not a summary. 
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QUESTION 
Do You Want Fruit with That? 

 
 
 

Which of these is the best summary of the report? 

 
A McDonald’s offers healthier side options for value meals. McDonald’s will also promote healthier 

options for kids.  

 

B McDonald’s will offer healthier side options for value meals. They also promote healthy options 

for kids. 

 

C McDonald’s offers healthier side options for value meals, including salad, fruit, and vegetables. 

They will also include a “fun nutrition or children’s well-being” message. 

 

D McDonald’s is offering healthier side options for value meals. McDonald’s will also promote 

healthier options for kids. The restaurant is struggling with an unhealthy image. However, Margo 

Wootan says adding apples to a hamburger meal does not make it healthy. 

 

 
QUESTION 

Losing Makes Teachers Winners 
 

 

Which of these is the best summary of the article? 

 
A Teachers in George Rogers Clark High School are trying to lose weight through a weight loss competition 

like “The Biggest Loser.” Participants use smartphones to help with the weight loss. The goal is to create a 

lifestyle change. 

 

B Teachers in George Rogers Clark High School are competing to get on the show “The Biggest Loser.” 

Participants will compete for a spot to win the TV show. They are watching their weight using 

smartphones. 

 

C Teachers in George Rogers Clark High School are doing “The Biggest Loser” competition. Different 

teachers have different opinions about what is the best way to lose weight. Some are using smartphones to 

help them. 

 

D  Teachers in George Rogers Clark High School are competing to get on the show “The Biggest Loser.” The 

winner will get a smartphone. The real prize, though, is a permanent lifestyle change. 
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ANSWER 
 

D is the best answer. A and B are too short and miss important information from the article. C focuses on 

details instead of main ideas. 

 

ANSWER 
 

A is the best answer.  B and D contain information that was not in the text. C misses important 

information from the text. 
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QUESTION 
When Cafeterias go Vegetarian 

 

Which of these is the best summary of the article? 

 
A There are lots of vegetables in the picture. There are bananas, a pineapple, a watermelon, and many different kinds of 

fruits. 

 

B “We discovered that our kids were gravitating toward our vegetarian offerings, and we kept expanding the program to 

meet the demand.” 

 

C An elementary school in New York City began by offering vegetarian lunch three times a week. Then they increased 

the offering to four times a week. Now the school menu is 100% vegetarian. The menu includes black beans and 

quesadillas with salsa and roasted potatoes. If students do not enjoy the vegetarian menu, they may not change 

schools. At the same time, students from other schools who enjoy vegetables cannot transfer into this school. 

 

D  A school in New York City is offering a vegetarian menu. The school started gradually and now it is 100% 

vegetarian. It may be the first elementary school in the nation to do so. Students cannot change schools if they dislike 

the menu. 

 

QUESTION 
 

Arrow Removed from Deer 
 

 

 

Which of the following details should you leave out of a summary of the text? 

 
A The incident occurred in the New Jersey woods. 

 

B The arrow did not damage any major part of the deer. 

 

C The arrow was removed on a Saturday. 

 

D  An arrow was removed from a young deer’s head. 
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ANSWER 
 

D is the best answer. A describes the picture (which is not necessary). B is a quote from the text, not a 

summary of the text. C is a summary, but it includes too many details. It is not the best summary.  

 

ANSWER 
 

C is the best answer. The fact that the arrow was removed on a Saturday is a minor detail that does not 

cover a main aspect of the story. 
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QUESTION 

Who Pays $100,000 for Used Shoes? 
 

 

Which of these details should not be included in a summary of the article? 

 
A Michael Jordan’s shoes sold for more than $100,000. 

 

B It was the most expensive pair of sports footwear ever sold. 

 

 

C The shoes were a gift from Michael Jordan to a boy named Preston Truman. 

 

D  The Salt Lake Tribune covered the story of the expensive shoes. 

 

 
QUESTION 

Teen Survives Two Strokes and Scores Touchdown 
 

 

Which of these sentences should you include in a summary of the article? 

 
A Kenbriel Hern suffered two strokes. 

 

B His football season was the last thing on his mind. 

 

C Kenbriel is number 6 on the football team. 

 

D  Kenbriel ran 48 yards to the end zone. 
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ANSWER 
 

D is the best answer. Readers do not need to know the name of the newspaper that covered the story. It is 

not a major “who, what, where, why” element of the story. 

 

ANSWER 
 

A is the best answer. It covers the “who” and part of the “what” of the article. The other answers are 

details that do not cover major aspects of the story like who, what, where, when, and why. 
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QUESTION 

Teacher Makes Half-Court Shot 
 

 

 

Which of these sentences should be included in a 

summary of the article? 

 
A Beyonce is married to Jay-Z. 

 

B The prize was $20,000. 

 

C The Oklahoma City Thunder and the Denver Nuggets played each other in basketball. 

 

D  Durant is the 5th fan to have made the shot. 

 

QUESTION 
The Fastest on Four Legs  

 

 

Which of these sentences should not be included in a summary of 

the article? 

 

 
A A Japanese man named Kenichi Ito learned to run on his hands and legs. 

 

B Ito set a world record for running on all fours. 

 

C Ito has trained for 30 years. 

 

D  Ito shaved more than half a second off his 2012 time.  
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ANSWER 
B is the best answer. The prize is a major aspect of the article.  

 

ANSWER 
 

D is the best answer. This is a minor detail from the text that does not answer a “who, what, where, when, 

why”. 
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QUESTION 
Dog Runs Half Marathon, Wins Medal 

 
 

 

Which of these is the best sentence to begin a summary of the article? 

 
A Boogie ran 13.1 miles. 

 

B A 100 lb. dog got off of his leash and competed in a half marathon. 

 

C A dog in Indiana won a half marathon medal. 

 

D  Boogie finished the race in just over 2 hours. 

 

 
QUESTION 

Students Smash Cup-Stacking Record 
 

 

 

Which of these is the best sentence to begin a summary of the article? 

 
A Students all over the world helped set a record for cup stacking. 

 

B Children in 33 countries participated in the cup stacking event.  

 

C There were more than 500,000 participants. 

 

D  Nine plastic cups are used for the stacking exercise. 
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ANSWER 
 

C is the best answer. It aligns with the beginning of the article and it covers the major points (who, what, 

where).  

 

ANSWER 
 

 

A is the best answer. It aligns with the beginning of the article and it covers the major aspects of who, 

what and where. 
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QUESTION 

Boy Finds $10,000 in Hotel Room 
 

 

Which of these is the best sentence to begin a summary of the article? 

 
A Cody Shaefer is Tyler Schaefer’s father. 

 

B Tyler is always on the lookout for clues. 

 

C A boy in Kansas City found some money. 

 

D  A 10-year-old boy named Tyler Shaefer found $10,000 in a hotel room. 

 

HOW IT WORKS 

 

 
This is a game to practice summarizing. You can play with others and use the board 

or you can play alone and quiz yourself with the cards. 

 

With the game board: 

Choose a Question Card. The title of an article and matching picture are at the top of 

the card. Find the article that goes with your card and read it. If you answer the 

question correctly you may roll the dice and move forward. If you answer 

incorrectly, stay where you are. The first player to make it to the end wins. 

 

 

 
Remember! Good summaries tell the “who, what, where, when, why” of a text. They 

are short but they cover all of the big points. They leave out extra details that don’t 

matter as much. Good summaries are straightforward and informative. 
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ANSWER 
 

D is the best answer. It aligns with the beginning of the article and it covers the major aspects of who, 

what, and where. 

 

Good Luck! 
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