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Grab a Bite with a Gator 
 

A new worker named Wally is now 
greeting patrons of a Michigan restaurant. 
However, there’s something different about 
this greeter. Wally Gator is a 4-foot-long 
American alligator.  

You might not think an alligator 
should be allowed in a restaurant, but the 
City Council voted 4-2 to allow American 

alligators in its central business district. Wally is greeting guests at a 
restaurant called Cajun Gator. 

Developer Larry Jones talked about the Cajun Gator’s newest 
attraction. Mr. Jones said there were "a lot more excited people than there 
are people in question". However, Councilwoman Anita Ashford cast a vote 
against the proposal. She said she was uncomfortable with the idea of a 
live alligator in a place where people are eating food. 
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Brothers or Sisters? 
 

Three years ago at a zoo in Atlanta, 
three giant pandas were born. Zoo keepers 
believed the pandas were males. The zoo 
keepers were in for a surprise, though. The 
pandas are actually females! Genetic 
testing revealed the error. 

One of the young pandas, named Po, 
was about to be sent to China. In a routine 
examination prior to the trip, the 3-year-old 
panda was revealed to be a female. 

After learning of the mistake, the zoo decided to do DNA testing on 
Po and the other twin cubs Mei Lun (may loon) and Mei Huan (may 
hwaan). The genetic testing revealed those cubs were also females, not 
males. 

Although the discovery was startling, the case is not unique. This isn't 
the first time the zoo has mistaken the gender of a panda. Researchers in 
China determined that another panda born in the Atlanta zoo and delivered 
to a zoo in China, Mei Lan (may lahn), who was believed to be female, was 
actually a male. 

Clearly, gender is difficult to determine in young pandas. 
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Who Can Adopt a Baby Alligator? 
 

In Waterloo, Iowa animal control officers are 
looking for a new home for a baby alligator named 
Chompy. 

Waterloo is a city of approximately 68,000 
people. One of the city residents bought the alligator, 
but he then learned that Iowa state law does not 
allow people to keep alligators or other exotic animals 
as pets.  

The resident turned the alligator over to the 
animal control officers right away. Animal Control kept the reptile in an 
aquarium while they tried to decide what to do with it. In the aquarium, the 
alligator chomped, snapped, and made noises of protest.  
 Maria Tiller, the Waterloo code enforcement forewoman, said, "He 
was really kind of cute, but he was also kind of naughty. I didn't want him in 
my office anymore." 

The alligator was taken to a veterinary center called Pawsitive Pet 
Care. The staff at Pawsitive Pet Care named the snappy little alligator 
Chompy. Chompy didn't stay at the veterinary center very long. He was 
sent to a herpetologist, or reptile expert, in Des Moines, Iowa. Chompy is 
being looked after by the herpetologist while Iowa representatives search 
for a warmer home for him.  

Josh Colvin is the head of animal control for Animal Rescue of Iowa. 
He says that reports of alligator sightings have dropped ever since the state 
banned exotic animals in 2007. Still, he says people occasionally do drop 
off alligators. 
"They just don't realize they are going to grow up and get big," Colvin said. 
"The unfortunate part is that people don't think it through. Then animal 
control has to pick up the pieces." 

Iowa law also bans citizens from keeping lions, tigers, cougars, 
leopards, ocelots, elephants, bears, monkeys, crocodiles and some 
snakes. Exceptions can be made for zoos, circuses, fairs, animal shelters, 
veterinarians and researchers. 
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Dog Survives Tornado 
A week ago, a tornado tore apart an 

Illinois city and destroyed many buildings. Due 
to the tornado, a six-month-old pit bull was 
buried under a pile of rubble for more than a 
week. When his owner discovered him in the 
rubble, the dog was persuaded to emerge from 
under the debris by the smell of hot dogs. 

The dog's owner is Jacob Montgomery, a 
member of the Illinois National Guard. He was separated from his dog, 
Dexter, on the day of the tornado. The Nov. 17 tornado destroyed their 
third-floor apartment in Washington. Montgomery combed through the 
wreckage over and over but he could not find Dexter anywhere. 

Nine days after the storm, Montgomery got a Facebook message 
from a neighbor. The neighbor was looking for his own cat in the wake of 
the tornado. The Facebook message said that Dexter had been found 
buried under the destroyed apartment building. 

"He said, 'I've got your dog right here,'" Montgomery recalled. "As 
soon as Dexter saw me, his tail started going." Despite the time he spent 
trapped under the building, Dexter was in pretty good shape. "The vet said 
he has no real injuries — just a few scrapes and cuts," said Montgomery. 
"He was malnourished, but he's going to be fine." Montgomery has raised 
Dexter from a puppy. Their reunion was pure joy. 
 The tornado was part of a series of heavy storms that came with rain 
and high winds to the state of Illinois. 

Montgomery has been a military police officer with the Illinois Army 
National Guard for more than five years. With the National Guard, he was 
trained to respond to emergencies. However, he says this was the first time 
he was a victim of a natural disaster himself.  
 "All I had in my apartment is gone, but my dog was all I really had to 
worry about," he said. Montgomery and Dexter are staying with a friend in 
nearby Peoria until they can find a new home. 
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7-Year-Old's Haircut a Problem at School 
A school in Oklahoma has changed its 

dress code after an incident with a 7-year-old 
student. The school was criticized for telling 
the girl that her dreadlocks violated the 
school's dress policy. 

Tiana Parker was summoned to the 
principal's office at the Deborah Brown 
Community School in Tulsa. She was told that 
her hairstyle was against school policy and 
that she would have to change her hair. 
Tiana's parents decided to move her to 

another school. 
However, after the incident the school board voted to change the 

policy that banned dreadlocks. Dreadlocks are formed by matting or 
braiding hair. 
Instead of banning particular hairstyles, the new policy simply says that 
students and parents are responsible for personal hygiene. Administrators 
may now only contact parents regarding such issues, rather than students 
themselves. 

School board president Kenneth James said that the principal did not 
intend to harm Tiana. He apologized for any harm that did occur. James 
said the ban on dreadlocks, afros and other hairstyles was due to health 
and safety concerns. 

Tiana's parents said no board decision could "change the fact that 
our 7-year-old daughter Tiana was made to feel that there was something 
wrong with her appearance, in turn coming home in tears." 

The school says nearly 100 percent of its students are African-
American. 
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Rubber Ducky Squeaks into the Toy Hall of Fame 
Squeak! Squeak! The rubber duck has earned a place in the National 

Toy Hall of Fame. The bright yellow bath toy is 
inducted alongside the ancient game of chess in 
the class of 2013. The pair beat out 10 other 
finalists for a spot in the 15-year-old hall of fame. 
Some toys didn't make the cut. The finalists that 
were voted down include bubbles, the board game 
Clue and little green Army men. Chess is one of 
the oldest games in the world. The history of chess 
can be traced to an ancient Indian war game. Hall 
officials say no one knows exactly who created the 

rubber duck, but squeaky toys have been produced since the 1800s. The 
National Toy Hall of Fame is located inside The Strong Museum in 
Rochester. 

 
Here is a list of the inductees into the National Toy Hall of Fame: 

2013 
— Rubber duck 
— Chess 
2012 
— Dominoes 
— Star Wars action 
figures 
2011 
— Blanket 
— Dollhouse 
— Hot Wheels 
2010 
— Playing cards 
— The Game of Life 
2009 
— Ball 
— Big Wheel 
— Nintendo Game 
Boy 
2008 
— Baby doll 

— Skateboard 
— Stick 
2007 
— Atari 2600 game 
system 
— Kite 
— Raggedy Andy 
2006 
— Easy-Bake Oven 
— Lionel trains 
2005 
— Candy Land 
— Cardboard box 
— Jack-in-the-box 
2004 
— G.I. Joe 
— Rocking horse 
— Scrabble 
2003 
— Alphabet blocks 
— Checkers 

2002 
— Jigsaw puzzle 
— Raggedy Ann 
2001 
— Silly Putty 
— Tonka trucks 
2000 
— Bicycle 
— Jacks 
— Jump rope 
— Mr. Potato Head 
— Slinky 
1999 
— Duncan yo-yo 
— Hula Hoop 
— Lincoln Logs 
— Radio Flyer 
wagon 
— Roller skates 
— View-Master 
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Are Cats Better than Dogs? 
According to a recent news article, 

cats have won the Internet! Cat videos are 
so popular online that watching them has 
become a national pastime. There are 
millions of cat videos on YouTube, Vine, 
and Instagram. One older video posted in 
2007 has recorded more than 33 million 
views. It's called "Keyboard Cat." In 
contrast, "Keyboard Dog" has just a poultry 
4.6 million views. 

The cute factor is very important," said Steve Lozic. Lozic, who works 
in advertising, said one of his favorite videos shows cats interacting with 
iPads, with one cat just pawing at the screen of an iPad. Lozic recently 
attended a film festival dedicated to cat videos. The festival takes place in 
Brooklyn. 

The star attendee of Brooklyn's video festival, though, was Lil Bub. 
The runty kitty was born with a "multitude of genetic anomalies which all 
add up to one of nature's happiest accidents," according to Lil Bub's 
website. Lil Bub has been called a "perma-kitten," that is, a full-grown cat 
that has stayed small and kept kitten-like features. Lil Bub also has an extra 
toe on all of her paws. Her tongue also sticks out due to the fact that her 
teeth never grew in. According to the news article, Lil Bub merchandise, 
including stickers, T-shirts and baby onesies, has helped raise money for 
animal charities around the country. 

People debate why cat videos are so much more popular than dog 
videos on the Internet. Neysa Smith, who also works in advertising, gave 
her theory: "Cats are the best animal ever," said Smith, who, like Lozic, 
painted on a cat face in honor of the festival. "They are smarter than dogs." 
 People also wore cat tails to the festival. One man even brought his 
cat to the festival, where it calmly rode on his shoulder. Not seen at the 
festival: dogs. 

The festival's next venue is Rochester, N.Y. on Dec. 1. Next year's 
schedule includes Austin, Texas, Oakland, Calif., Portland, Ore., and 
Minneapolis. 
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Who Wants to Win a Trip into Space?  
  Network executives at NBC are planning a 
competition show called Space Race. The show's 
grand prize is more than just money; it's a ride into 
space. 

Network representatives said NBC is 
teaming up with Richard Branson, of Virgin 
Galactic, and TV producer Mark Burnett to create 
the show Space Race. Virgin Galactic is hoping to 
begin offering commercial flights into space 
sometime next year. However, NBC offered no 
estimate on when "Space Race" would air. 
 

"The term 'trip of a lifetime' has for once 
been delivered on," said Paul Telegdy, the 
president of NBC's alternative and late-night 

programming. "This will be a remarkable experience for anyone who has 
looked at the night's sky and dared to dream of space flight." 

Virgin Galactic has begun to test its rocket-powered space vehicle 
this year. Pilots reached a height of 69,000 feet on a Sept. 5 flight that 
landed in the Mojave Desert. Richard Branson, owner of Virgin Galactic, 
said he and his family will take the first ride into space. 
Virgin Galactic has already collected $80 million in deposits from 640 
people who would like to fly into space. 

A TV show would offer excellent publicity to Branson's company. 
Competitors like SpaceX, which is owned by billionaire entrepreneur Elon 
Musk, are also racing to offer commercial flights into space. 

Burnett, the producer of "The Voice" and "Survivor," said he has 
wanted for 10 years to make a show that would send someone into space. 

When Burnett produced the finales of "Survivor" and "The Voice" they 
were both broadcast as live television events. However, he has not stated 
that the winner's ride on "Space Race" will be shown live. NBC and other 
networks have been showing more live "events" that can become 
sensations on social media. 
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Do You Want Fruit with That? 
Would you like a side salad with your 

hamburger? 
McDonald's now offers the choice of a salad, fruit 
or vegetables instead of French fries. 

McDonald’s first made the change in 
France, where customers can choose from 
healthy side options. Last year, the option for 
healthy sides came to the U.S. 
McDonald's is also focused on providing 
packaging that will make healthier options look 
more appealing to kids. Carrots, for example, now 
come in a brightly colored bag.  

 
 While customers can still order soda with Happy Meals, milk, juice, 
and water are promoted on the menu boards and in ads. Advertising to 
kids, as seen on the back of the Happy Meal bag, includes a message 
about nutrition or well-being.  

McDonald's has often been criticized by health advocates. Advocacy 
groups say McDonald’s promotes bad eating habits. Although McDonald’s 
is a highly successful company, the restaurant is struggling to reform its 
image as a health-conscious fast-food eatery. Recently, the company 
reported its first monthly sales decline after almost a decade of increased 
sales. Sales performance around the world has been inconsistent. 

"The changes McDonald's is making make the food somewhat 
healthier. But I don't think a hamburger, some apples and fries is 
something I'd call healthy," said Margo Wootan, the director of nutrition 
policy at the health advocacy group Center for Science in the Public 
Interest. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Christine-Layton


For more games like this, visit https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Christine-Layton 

Losing Makes Teachers Winners 
  Twenty-eight teachers at George 
Rogers Clark High School are trying 
hard to become losers. 

The group of teachers is 
competing in a weight loss 
competition inspired by the reality 
TV show "The Biggest Loser." They 
are using weekly weigh-ins and 
competition between teams to kick-
start weight loss. 

The competition was started 8 
years ago. Many teachers were successful in losing weight, but the 
program eventually ended. Recently, a few teachers wanted to lose some 
weight so they decided to try the competition again. 
 "It's a morale booster, especially for us women," said Nancy Willis, 
one of the teachers participating in the competition. 

Teacher Kelli Catron and teacher Sara Stone have been cutting 
calories and trying to get in more exercise. They walk around the hallways 
of the high school where they teach. They also walk a one-mile loop 
together after school. This team is holding its teammates accountable. "I 
wouldn't dare bring out my snack cakes in front of Sara," Wills said. Stone 
added, "When I have to tell her what I had for supper, it makes a big 
difference." 

New developments in technology also make the competition easier 
this year. Smartphones are tracking calories and exercise for all of the 
teachers. 

The school nurse weighs participants and suggests diet plans for 
some. Stone said the participants hope to keep losing weight throughout 
the summer. 

Teachers are not just in it to win it. Ultimately, they’re looking to make 
a lifestyle change with a lasting, healthy impact. 
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When Cafeterias go Vegetarian 
Public School 244 in New York City is 

one of the first schools in America to offer an 
all-vegetarian menu. The school has been 
serving tofu wraps and vegetarian chili since 
going all-veggie a year ago. 
P.S. 244, an elementary school, has 400 
students from pre-kindergarten to third grade. 

The school began by offering a 
vegetarian lunch three times a week. The 

school then increased its vegetarian offerings to four times a week. Finally, 
they made the switch to offer an all-vegetarian menu every day. 
Principal Robert Groff said, "We discovered early on that our kids were 
gravitating toward our vegetarian offerings, and we kept expanding the 
program to meet the demand."  

For an example of the food offered at the school, Tuesday's menu 
offered a black bean and cheddar quesadilla served with salsa and roasted 
potatoes. 
A staff member at the animal-welfare group called People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals said P.S. 244 may be the first all-vegetarian public 
elementary school in America. 

Ryan Hulling, a PETA coordinator, said "We think this is a really 
exciting development. The school should be commended for providing 
students with low-fat, nutrient-packed brain food." 

P.S. 244 is a local school, so students who want to eat meat would 
not be able to transfer out. Also, vegetarian children at other schools will 
not be able to transfer in. 
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Arrow Removed from Deer 
Last year, Wildlife officials 

removed an arrow from a young 
deer's head. After the operation, 
the deer was released back into 
the New Jersey woods. 

The arrow had completely 
pierced the 5-month-old male 
deer's head but the deer was 
able to walk and act normally. 
The deer was brought in by 
local wildlife authorities.  

The arrow was removed 
by biologists with New Jersey's 

Department of Environmental Protection on a Saturday. 
The biologists who performed the surgery say the arrow did not 

damage any major arteries or organs. Fortunately, the outlook for the 
deer's health is excellent. 
The deer was also treated with antibiotics before it was released back into 
the wild. 
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Who Pays $100,000 for Used Shoes? 
 In 1997 Michael Jordan played in the NBA 
finals with the flu. The sneakers he wore during 
this historic game were recently available in an 
online auction. The shoes sold for more than  
$100,000. 
 According to the Salt Lake Tribune, The Nike 
Air Jordan XII shoes were owned by a boy who 
befriended Michael Jordan during the NBA 

finals. Jordan was playing with what he thought was the flu but still led the 
Bulls to a victory in the Finals. 
 Preston Truman, the boy who ended up with Jordan's sneakers, has 
said he asked for Jordan's shoes after the game. After receiving the shoes, 
he kept them locked in a safe-deposit box at a Utah bank for 15 years. 
 When Truman finally sold the shoes in a recent online auction, he 
was "thrilled" and "really happy with the overall number." The shoes sold 
for more than $100,000. It was the most expensive pair of game-used 
shoes that have ever been sold. 
Truman will use the money to pay off his college tuition. 
 
 When Truman was asked how he befriended Michael Jordan, he said 
it was by fetching him his favorite pre-game snack: applesauce. 
With 45 minutes until tipoff, Truman dashed through the Salt Lake City 
arena looking for applesauce. He finally found an industrial-sized container 
in a storage room. Jordan was grinning: "You came through," he said to 
Truman. 
 Truman asked Michael Jordan, "Are you doing anything with your 
shoes after the game?" 
 Jordan looked him in the eye and said, "Why, you want them?" 
Truman said it would be an honor. 
 Michael Jordan led the Chicago Bulls to victory by scoring 38 points 
despite having to be helped on and off the court by teammates due to his 
illness. After the game, Jordan gave the red-and-black shoes to Truman. 
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Teen Survives Two Strokes and Scores Touchdown 
Kenbriel Hearn was in a coma. The 

prognosis did not look good. But just three 
months after coming out of the coma, the 18-
year-old football player scored the most 
significant touchdown of his life. 

A senior at Memphis High School, Hearn 
was unfortunate to suffer two strokes caused 
by a bleeding mass on his brain. He spent 
three weeks on life support and slipped into a 
coma due to the trauma. Fortunately, he 
recovered from the coma and awoke. By the 

time he woke up, his 5-foot-7 frame had shrunken from 160 pounds to 112 
pounds. Hearn was also paralyzed on his right side. He was unable to walk 
or talk. 

Clearly, football season was the last thing on Hearn's mind. 
Hearn went through physical therapy until he was able to walk again. 

He even challenged himself to jog. But Hearn was surprised when his 
coach asked him to suit up for the Cyclones' final home game. He thought 
he would be sitting on the sideline for moral support for his team. What he 
didn't know was that both coaches had arranged for a special moment to 
celebrate Hearn's amazing recovery. 

In the final minutes of the game, Hearn was sent into the game and 
given directions to take the handoff and run. 

Players from both teams cheered him on as he jogged to the end 
zone. It wasn't the first touchdown Hearn scored as a Memphis receiver 
and safety, but it was his most precious. 
 "I will remember this one more because I battled through so much," 
said Hearn, who continues physical therapy. "It was pretty great." 
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Teacher Makes Half-Court Shot 
It turns out the fans who go to watch 

basketball games can be pretty good at 
the game, too. That was the case in an 
Oklahoma City Thunder game recently. 

For the second time in a row, a 
Thunder fan sank a half-court shot. The 
$20,000 prize was part of a promotion 
sponsored by MidFirst Bank. 

Who was the mysterious fan who 
sank the tricky basket and won the prize? 
It was Brad Brucker, a 33-year-old 

business teacher at Piedmont High School, who made the midcourt shot. 
The Thunder were also winners that night. They beat the Los Angeles 
Clippers, 105-91. Two days earlier in a game against the Denver Nuggets, 
a fan named Cameron Rodriguez also made the half-court challenge. 

When Brucker made his basket, he was congratulated by singing 
stars Beyonce and Jay-Z. They were watching the game from courtside 
seats. 

Brucker says the experience "didn't feel real." 
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 The Fastest on Four Legs 
 

A man from Japan has learned to run 
using his hands and his legs. He broke his own 
Guinness world record for the 100-meter dash. 

Kenichi Ito finished in 16.87 seconds. He 
shaved more than half a second off his 2012 
run of 17.47 seconds. 

The 30-year-old Japanese man has been 
training for a decade. In order to fun on all fours, 
he studies how primates move. He looks at 
books, videos and he even visits the zoo to 
study the movements of primates. Ito also tries 

to move on all fours in his everyday life. 
Kenichi Ito hopes that racing on all four limbs will one day become an 

official event in track and field. He hopes to compete in the Olympics if the 
event is made official. 

Carlos Martinez, an official representative for the Guinness World 
Records, witnessed Ito's record-breaking run. He announced afterward that 
Ito had set the official record. 
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Dog Runs Half Marathon, Wins Medal 
A dog in Indiana named Boogie became 

an Internet sensation after running in a half 
marathon and winning a medal. 

The chocolate Labrador retriever ran most 
of the 13.1 miles in the Evansville half marathon 
race. After he finished the race, it was 
discovered that Boogie's owner was not part of 
the event! Boogie was taken to Animal Control. 

Boogie's owner Jerry Butts says that his 100-pound dog escaped 
from his leash. It was the fourth time Boogie had escaped. But this time, he 
not only ran away, but he also kept running and ran a race with humans. 

Butts found Boogie at the Animal Control shelter, wearing his half 
marathon medal. Butts says Boogie is now microchipped in case he feels 
the need to run off again. 

Boogie finished the half marathon race in 2 hours and 15 minutes. 
Boogie's time was faster than more than half of the human participants. 
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Students Smash Cup-Stacking Record 
More than 500,000 

students in Northeast Ohio 
have participated to help set a 
record for a cup stacking event.  

The Ohio students 
worked together with students 
from around the world to break 
the old record.  While the 
2012 world cup-stacking event 
had 483,658 participants, that 
old record was smashed by an 
international team, when the 

Northeast Ohio students joined in. According to the stacking association, 
the new record of 500,000 cup stackers is official. 

Westwood Middle School teacher Tricia Small says that the cup 
stacking event engaged hand-eye coordination and counted as physical 
exercise for her students. Small says the challenge was mainly focused on 
the number of students who stacked, not on the number of cups stacked. 

Children in 33 different countries participated. A few of the countries 
included the United States, Australia, Canada, Colombia, Hong Kong, 
Ireland, Israel, Korea, South Africa, Taiwan, and the United Kingdom. 

For the cup stacking event, students worked for 30 or more minutes 
to build small pyramids from nine plastic cups. An official confirmed each 
student's participation. Many teachers volunteered as officials to coordinate 
the event. 
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Boy Finds $10,000 in Hotel Room 
Schaefer was surprised to see that 

his son had discovered an enormous 
amount of money, not just a few dollars. 
His first thought was that the money was 
fake, but he saw that they had the correct 
watermarks. The money seemed real. 
"We didn't know what to do at first," 
Schaefer said. 

Schaefer told his son they couldn't 
keep the money. They didn't know who it belonged to. They turned the 
money over to two police officers who were working at the hotel. 

Police said they are unable to track down all of the guests who have 
stayed in that room. They also could not tell how long the money had been 
in the hotel drawer. 
 Police spokesman Captain Tye Grant said no one had claimed the money 
yet. 

According to Missouri law, lost money can be given to whoever finds 
it after about seven months if no one can prove ownership. But the owner 
then has another year to prove the money is his or hers and claim it from 
the finder. 
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YOU ARE AWESOME! 

Thank you for subscribing to the free newsletter. I send 

it out four times a year packed with educational games, 

interactive bulletin boards, and other fun printables for 

teachers, librarians, and children’s authors. 

If this resource makes your life easier and empowers 

your learners, please share the newsletter with others: 

https://christinemarielayton.com/  

If you appreciate teachers, librarians, and children’s 

authors, leave a quick comment on my blog.  

 

Sharing is a great way to say, “You are awesome!” 

 

 

Sincerely, 

   

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Christine-Layton
https://christinemarielayton.com/
https://christinemarielayton.com/paper-plane/

